Observations of Comet Encke, made at the Radcliffe Observatory , Oxford. 

(Communicated by E. J. Stone, M.A., F.R.S., Radclijfe Observer.) 


Radclijfe Observations of Comet Encke 


Dec. 1891 . 
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i 2o Badcliffe Observations of Comet UncJce. lii. 2, 


Assumed Places of Comparison Stars. 


Comp. 

Star. 

Mean R.A. 
1891*0. 

Reduction 

to 

App. R.A. 

Mean 

N.P.D. 

1891-0. 

Reduction 
to App. 
N.P.D. 

Authority. 

(a) 

h m 

4 36 

4576 

+ o-68 

0 / 1/ 

57 20 23-3 

n 

-21 

Mean of W.B. (2) IV. 750 
and G-rant 1138. 

(0 

7 49 

4141 

+ 0*69 

56 49 52-9 

+ 0*3 

Radcliffe Transit-circle ob¬ 
servation, 1891, Nov. 22. 

(«) 

7 50 

35-62 

-fO-69 

57 3 96 

+ 0-3 

Leiden A.Gr , Zone 259, 
No. 118. 

(d) 

10 41 

58-57 

+ 0-40 

73 55 28-5 

+ i -5 

Radcliffe Tran sit-circle ob¬ 
servation, 1891, Nov. 22. 

w 

10 41 

41-89 

+ 040 

73 57 1 1-4 

+ i -5 

Radcliffe Transit-circle ob¬ 
servation, 1891, Nov. 22. 

(/) 

11 12 

55-83 

+ 0*34 

78 48 1 8-8 

+ i-6 

Mean of Brussels 4659, 
and Grant 2914. 

0) 

11 13 

10*92 

+ 034 

78 48 267 

+ 16 

Mean of Brussels 4661, 
and G-rant 2916. 

w 

12 4 

6*17 

+ 0 29 

87 29 24*8 

+ 2’2 

Greenwich (1880), 1892. 


Observer’s Bemarles. 

1891, August 12.—The Comet’s light is of the feeblest, requiring averted 
vision to render it visible. No nucleus seen. Centre of patch observed. Sky 
brilliantly clear. 

September 10.—The Coma is fan-shaped, thus:— 



The nucleus, which is just within the obtuse angle on the west side, is 
mag. 135. 

September 30.—The nucleus is now fairly bright (say 11 mag.). The 
Coma is very similar in form to that of September io, but strong twilight 
obliterated the fainter parts of the Comet. 

October 4.—Comet and stars faint; altitude small; sky hazy. Observa¬ 
tions made with considerab'e difficulty. 

October 11.—Comet just visible in very strong twilight when stars below 
the 7 th magnitude had disappeared from the field of view. 

In the computation of the parallaxes the value 8 //# 85 has been 
adopted for the Sun’s mean horizontal parallax, and the geo¬ 
centric distances, A, have been taken from an ephemeris by Dr. 
O. Backlund, given in the Astronomische Nachrichten , No. 3048. 

Badcliffe Observatory, Oxford: 

1891 December 3. 
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Observations of Comet Barnard 1891, made at Sydney Observatory. 


Dec. 1891. Sydney Observations of Comet Barnard. 
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